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Background Results-in-Progress

Up to 30-50% of people with severe mental iliness (SMI),
@ including bipolar disorder and schizophrenia, have a co-

occurring substance or alcohol use disorder (AUD)." Pharmacies Recruitment and
g lllinois pharmacists’ authority to administer LAls was

providing LAls enroliment
—> expanded by the 2025-2026 lllinois General Assembly.?

Long-acting injectable (LAIl) medications have
revolutionized treatment for AUD and opioid use
disorders (OUD), schizophrenia, and bipolar disorder.

identified ongoing

O Uptake of LAl administration in lllinois community

IEM pharmacies is limited.

This qualitative study seeks to explore the implementation

process of LAl administration in community pharmacy settings _ _
in lllinois through semi-structured interviews. This study will generate shared knowledge

: : from early adopters, helping to promote LAl
Objectives

uptake across lllinols.

Community pharmacists can play a vital role
In addressing access barriers to key
medications for SMI, AUD, and OUD.

ldentify key facilitators and barriers to administering LAIls in
lllinois community pharmacies

Secondary Objectives payment structures and relevant policies.

Determine specific facilitators and barriers related to LA

Results may inform advocacy for changes in

antipsychotics (LAIA), LAl buprenorphine (LAIB), and R
extended-release (XR) naltrexone Limitations

¢ This study does not specifically ask about LAI antiretrovirals as the
Methods . .
current scope of practice does not include them.

This study (STUDY2026-0226) was approved by the . _ o _ _ .
University of lllinois Chicago Institutional Review Board *» Pharmacies administering LAls are predominately concentrated in

. . . b Chicagoland and Northern lllinois, potentially limiting generalizability.
Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria J % y g9 y

«* Pharmacists and key < Staff of pharmacies Future Steps
stakeholders working in lllinois located outside of lllinois,

community pharmacies or not in planning stages Apply the CFIR-ERIC (Expert Recommendations for
Pharmacies must currently or administering LAIs Implementing Change) matching tool® to inform future targeted

provide, or be in the planning iInterventions to increase LAI access throughout lllinols.

process of, LAl administration in :
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